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A DISCOURSE 


pon the Duration of Future PunisumMenr. 

By the Rev. Henry Ruffner, 1. M. Professor of 

Languages in Washington College.-——Rich- 

mond: Printed by N. Pollard, 1823. 

THE TEXT. 
« These shall go away into everlasting punishment.” 
Marr. xxv. 46. First clause. 
(Continued from p. 282. 

In the fifth chapter of Romans, Paul in compar- 

ing the effects of Adam’s fall with the effects of 
(Christ's redemption uses some expressions supposed 
+) favour the doctrine of Universal salvation. The 
oth verse is chiefly relied upon. “ For as by the 
fience of one man judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation, so by the righteousness of one, 
the free gift came upon all men to justification 
of life.” 

The context and the uniform tenor of Scripture, 
Jead to this interpretation; Judgment came upon 
all men who fell in Adam, to condemnation: the 
free gift came upon all men twho believe in Christ, 
to justification of life. 

We ae constrained to this interpretation by un- 
questionable authority of Scripture. 

1. Because justification unto eternal life, is every 
where limited to penitent believers; especially in 
the foregoing parts of this Epistle where it is largely 
treated. Among other expressions we have these, 
* God scnt forth his Son to be a propitiation through 
fuith—that he might be just and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus.”* “ Being justified by faith 
we have peace with God through Christ.”+ 

Because justification saves from wrath. <A 
iew verses before the text in question, Paul had 
said, “* Being now justified, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Christ.” But many will suffer the 
wrath of God after the day of judgment, as Paul 
saysin this same Epistle. He warns the impeni- 
tent that they are treasuring up wrath against the 
day of wrath; when God will render indignation 
und wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon all them 
who do not obey the truth.t 

3. Because the obtaining of faith and justification 
is limited to the present life, as the Scriptures ever: 
where testify. “If ye believe not (says Jesus) that 
Tam Christ, ye shall die in your sins;—and whither 
I go ye cannot come.§ 

4. Because in the verse immediately preceding 
the text, the benefit of redemption is limited to a 
particular class of characters. “ Much more they 





which receive abundance of grace and the gift ot 
righteousness shall reign in life by Jesus Christ.” 

But if the gift of justification have come upon 
every human being, we must affix such a meaning 


to justification as to make it consistent with te 
final condemnation and punishment of the wicked. 
Accordingly some have understood by it the resur- 
rection to life of the bodies of all men; others have 
understood by it the means and opportunity of ob- 
taining pardon and eternal lite. It is more rational 
to adopt either of these interpretations, than to 
make a very doubtful one drive back the whole 
current of clear scripture. 

Another passage in the 8th chapter of Romans 
is quoted for the same purpose. “For the earnest 
expectation of the creation waiteth for the manifes- 
tation of the sons of God: for the creation was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason 
of him that subjected it: in hope that the creation 
itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the sons of 
God. For the whole creation groaneth and travail- 
eth in pain together until now.” 

The exact import of this passage is doubtful; 
its general design evidently its to contrast the disor- 
ders and miseries of the present world with the 
glorious state of things to be produced by the resur- 
rection. Paul introduces it by saying that the suf- 
ferings of the present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in the saints. He adds at the conclusion of the 
passage that not only the whole creation groans, 
but they also who had the first fruits of the Spirit 
groaned, waiting for the redemption or resurrection 
of their body, when all the effects of sin would be 
done away. Thus we ave plainly referred to the 
resurrection of mankind at the end of the world 
for the accomplishment of what the passage alludes 
to.* It cannot therefore mean the universal salva- 
tion of mankind; for we have many of the most 
undoubted assurances of scripture, that, at the resur- 
rection, a part of mankind thall rise to condemna- 
tion and be sentenced to everlasting punishment. 

The passage is a Ggurative description of the 
disorders and miseries to which this lower creation 
is subjected through the fall of man, and of the 
glorious change whieh shall take place at the resur- 
rection, when™the wicked shall be banished to an- 
other place, the creation re-fashioned for an abode 
of righteousness, Ke. Some think the conversion 
of the world in the latter days to be intended by the 





* Compare the following texts with this pas 
sage. 2 Pet. iii. 7-13. Rev. xxi. 3, 7, 8, and xxii, 8 





* Rom. iii. 25. tv. i. tii. 5-9. § John vidi. 21-24. 


Col. iii. 4. 1 Thess. i. 7-12. 
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deliverance of the creation into the liberty of the | 


sons of God. 
whole chapter may easily see that universal salva- 


tion Was notin the apostle’s thoughts. 


Acain; the final salvation of all men ts argued 


trom two or three texts which sav that every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue contess to Christ, and 
that this shall be dane by all in heaven and earth.* 
But Paul very reasonably explains all such texts, 
by reterring their fulfilment to the day of judgment, 
when every man must confess his deeds and bow to 
the sentence of the judge. In the Lith chapter otf 
Romans, the apostle quotes the same words, and 
uumediately draws this conclusion, * So then every 
sue of us shall give an account of himself to God.” 
Again, Paul says it was the purpose of God * to 
gather together in one all things in Cliist, both 
which are in heaven and which ai’ on earth; and 
“through Christ to reconcile them to himself ;"+— 
The meaning is that believers, Jewish and Gentile, 
saints in heaven and saints on earth, are all united 
into one harmonious body in Christ ; Jew and Gen- 
tile, formerly such enemies, are now reconciled to 
one another, and both to God. ‘This interpretation 
ts most agreeable to the coutext and to the evident 
design of the writer in all the passages relative to 
the same subject... The church is still the sulject 
of discourse; the union and reconciliation ot het 
the 


leading idea. The ungodly, who are without Christ, 


members in her head, Redeemer, is still the 
and reserved unto the day of judgment to be pun- 
ished, are not in the view of those texts at all, 

Again, John says that Christ was manifested to 
destroy the works of the Devil.) Sin he says is the 
work of the Devil; by destroving the sins ot his 
people, Christ destroys the works of the Devil. 
The text does not affirm that the sins of all men 
shall be destroyed. 

Again: “ God will have all men to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the wuth.”|| But this 
text may signify what God wills us to do and has 
provided suitable means to enable us to do: yet it 
does not follow, because he has made it our duty to 
be saved, that none shall be lost, and that instead 
of many, as our Saviour says, none at all walk in 
the broad way to destruction. 

I know of but one text more, that is much relied 
It isin the 15th 
chapter of Ist Corinthians; that sublime discourse 
of the “Tor since by man came 
death, by man came also the resuriection from the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall 
all be make alive. But every inan in his own order, 
Christ the first fruits, then they that are Christ’s at 
* (Whence we learn that the wicked 
“Then is the end, when he shall 


upon to prove universal salvation. 


resurrection. 


his coming. 
shall rise last.) 
deliver the kingdom to God the Father® ; when he 
shall have put down all rule, and all authority. For 
he must reign until he hath put all his enemies 





* Phil. ii. 9,10. + Eph. i. 10. Col. i. 20. t Col. 
i. 18-23. Eph. ii. 11-19, 2 Cor. v. 18-21. and vi. 1. 
1 John iii. 8 |) 1 Tim. ii. 4. 


" cra to Thos, oras nagada, x. 2. 


At any rate, whoever considers the 








under his feet. Death, the last enemy shall j, 
destroyed.” 

I confess that, in my mind, this Passage dodg, 
as much as any in the Bible, banish every linger), 
Repeatedly and oe 
vond all dispute, the Scriptures declare that th, 


hope of universal salvation. 


dead shall rise at the end of the world and the a» 


of judgment, and that the righteous shall then | 


taken to heaven, the wicked consigned to ever! 


ist 


ing tiie. Then death the last enemy will have beep 
destroved. He is called the last enemy because thy 
last sufferings of the saints are from him, and they 
When 
that loss is gloriously repaired by the resurrectio; 
last e1 


Christ have put down all his enemies and all thei 


last loss, the loss of the body, is from him, 


their remy is destroved. Then also wij 
power and authority, by sending them into ever- 
lasting punishment. Then (says Paul) is the end 
wheu he shall deliver up the kingdom to God thy 
Father. We have express authority for saving 


he shall forever reign over his people in heaven? 


th 
that 


The kingdom which he will then deliver up is ¢) 

Mediatorial kingdom—the power which the Father 
has given him over all things for the benefit of }yjs 
The he 
then have been fully accomplished (as the text in 


church, purposes for which reigns will 
forms us,) by the ruin of all his enemies. and th 
He will then 
resign the office of Mediator between God and men 
he tor 


more will his blood avail for pardon—never mor 


complete salvation of all his elect. 


Never more will intercede sinners— never 
will Sis power be exercised to deliver the captives 
of the Devil, nor his Spirit go forth to sanetify :— 
-will be clean 


his gospel—his ministers—his mercy 


vone forever. These are the necessary conseque!| 

ces of the resignation of his kingdom as Mediato: 
This text accords with the uniform language of 
scripture, which knows no salvation but that whieh 
is begun by sanctification in this life, and is com- 
Not one 


volume of eternal truth points to any other. 


pr the 
Thu 


the last hope of the impenitent sinner dies. The 


pleted at the resurrection. word 


ofls alternative is, Repent in this world, or bid 
adieu to heaven, forever and ever. 
( To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Mr. Rattner assured his readers that he would 
*“meution those [passages] chaeffy relied upon, auc 
briefly suggest how they are inapplicable or mis 
construed.” ‘Tuis declaration amounts to slander 
The public is given to understand, that Universal- 
ists “chiefly rely upon” the few passages which Mr 
R. has quoted. Sir, we rely upon the promises of 
God, find them were you can. And we add, wi 
rely upon nothing else. The Scriptures are con 
sistent with God’s promises; and we must under 
stand them always in reference to his promises. 

Mr. R. first quotes Rom. v. 18. * For as by the 
offence of one man judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation, so by the righteousness of one, 
the fiee gift came upon all men to justification ot 
life.” Mr. R. says, “ The context and the uniform 





* Rey. xi. 19. Luke i. 33. 
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ten ° of the Scriptures lead to this interpretation ; 
Judgment came upon all men who fell in Adam, 
+) condemnation; the free gift came upon all men 
who believe in Christ, to justification of life.” That 
is. those who fell in Adam to condemnation, are 
damned; those who believe in Christ to justifica- 
non of life, are justified. "This justification is a tree 
Mr. R. talks about the connexion, let us look 


gift. 
The 19th verse reads thus—* For as by one 


t it. 
snan’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made righ- 
reous.” What is the “free gift?” Ans. Righteous- 
ness. Who receive it? Ans. Those who neeu it. 
Who are they? Ans. The unrighteous. The many 
who were made sinners; the same many shall be 
made righteous. Here is a promise. We believe it 
will be performed. Mr. R. also says, “ Justification 
unto eternal life, is every where limited to penitent 
believers.” Very good, Sir, if the promise is that 
all shall be justified, as many as were made sinuers, 
ind no other can need it,) and none can be justi- 


fied but “ penitent believers.” then God's promise 
never can be pertormed, unless the many and the 


Now, 


Sir, the question arises, Whether God justifies men 


all spoken of, become “ penitent believers.” 


because they are “penitent believers,” or whether 
(iod’s justification makes them * penitent believers 7 
The Book reads, * shall be made righteous!’ They 
do not make themselves righteous. Consequently, 
there is no condition expressed or implied. There- 
fore we read in the connexion, Rom. iii. 20-24. 
“Theretore by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law ts the 
knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of 
God without the law is manilested, being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets; even the righteous- 
ness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto 
ll, and upon all them that believe; for there is no 
lifference: forall have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God; being justified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Je- 
sus.” Sir, all men are justified in the sight of God, 
) Christ; and men, in this mode of being, are jus- 
tified in their own they believe this 
truth. Thus we read, “God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 


Paul also de- 


minds, when 


trespasses unto them.” (2 Cor. v.19.) 
clares, (1 Cor. x¥. 22.) “For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” Mr. R. 
says, “ God will render indignation,” &c. “ upon all 
them who do not obey the truth.” Very true. What 
isthe truth? Ans. “God was in Christ reconciling 
the world,” &c. Men do not believe this. Tribula- 
tion, anguish, &c. is the consequence of this unbe- 
lief. Men befieve falsehood; that God imputes 
their trespasses unto them. According to your |i #po- 
thesis, Sir, Universalists, only, are unbelievers. 


Mr. R. also says, “3. Because the obtaining of 


faith and justification is limited to the present life, 
asthe Scriptures every where testify.” What!— 
* Every where 2” A bold assertion. To prove it, Mr. 
KR. has quoted the only passage which is supposed 
to teach this doctrine namely—* If ye believe not 
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sins ;—and whither I go ye cannot come.” (John 
vill. 21-24.) 
men die in their sins, or because men cannot come 
to Christ, that you infer that justification cannot be 
obtained only in the present life? If it is because we 


Sir, please to explain; Is it because 


cannot come to Christ, you destroy Chirist’s disci- 
ples; for Christ declared to them, (John xiii. 33.) 
“Little children, yet a little while I am with you. 
Ye shall seek me; and, as I said unto the Jers, 
Whither I go, ye cannot come, so now I say to you.” 
If it is because men die in their sins, you destroy 
allmen; for Paul says, “* Death hath passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned.” Sir, unless the 
Jews die in their sins, they can never be made alive 
in Christ. Christ saves stnners. No man can find 
life in sinning. James says, (% 15.) “ Sin, when 
it is finished, biingeth forth death.” We tell you, 
We ask 
vou, Whether vour sin brought death or life? fit 
brought death, you died in your sins, and will be 
eternally damned if your hypothesis be truth. Thus 


Sir, that vou are or have been a sinner. 


much for error. 

Mr. R. continues—* 4. Because in the verse pre- 
ceding,” &c. “the benefit is limited to a particular 
class of characters,” Ke. Sir, we beseech you, be 
honest, and Jet Paul speak the truth. Read the 
12th and Lith verses, in connexion, omitting the 
Then read them with the parenthesis. 
Can you alter the sense? Paul declares, “ Death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 
Verse loth. * But not as the offence, so also is the 
free gift.” Sir, how do they ditfer? Which exceeds 
According to your doctrine, the offence 
exceeds. According to Paul, the free gift. Paul 
says, “ For if through the offence of one many be 
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by 


parenthesis. 


the other? 


grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto [whom? Ans.) many.” Now, Sir, 
who are those “ which receive abundance of grace ?" 
&e. Let Paul answer. The many who are dead 
Dead! What! died in their sins?) Yes. For “ all 
have sinned.” 

Mr. R. continnes—* But if the gift of justifica- 
tiou have come upon every human being, we must 
affix such a meaning to justification as to make it 
consistent with the final condemnation and punish- 
ment of the wicked,” Ke. 
“We must!” Sir, we must permit God to 


Ah, so you have come 
to this. 
do as he pleases. Paul says, in reference to God’s 
purpose, “ Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound.” Sir, your “ we must,” is ill-timed. 
Mr. R. proceeds—* Another passage in the 8th 
chapter of Romans is quoted for the same purpose.” 
Mr. R. quotes, and alters the mode of expression, 
and the punctuation, from the common translation. 
Sir, why not vary the expression until you arrive at 
the weaning of the passage? Say, “ The earnest 
expectation of the creation waiteth for this revela 
tion to the sons of God.” The creation (all men 
are the offspring of God, and are subjected to a state 
of ignorance of this glorious truth; but are sub 
jected in hope. The revelation will be made to 
them of their relation to God, in Christ the Head of 





(says Jesus,) that I am Christ, ye shall die in your 


every man, and they will be delivered from thei 
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bondage into the glorious liberty of children. (See 
Heb. ii. 14, 15.) Mr. Re savs, “ The exact naport 
of this passage 1s doubtful!” 
we, therefore, shall doubt vour Oplnton re lative to its 
import. Mr. R. also says, “It cannot, therefore, 
mean the universal salvation 
Therefore, Wherefore 2? Bee 


mankind,” &e, 
it ts doubtful! 
And, strange to relate, “ this passage is figurative 


ot 


se 


of the glorious change which shall take place at the 
resurrection, when the wicked shall be banished,” Xe. 
That is, itis dowhtful !” Su, when a part, perhaps 
a large part, of the creation shall be banished, tor- 
mented, the whole creation will be 
We think this is * doubtful” also! 
Mr. R. continues—* A the 
of all men ts argued fiom two or three texts which 


delivered, &e. 


rain: final salvation 
say that every knee shall bow, and every tongne 
confess to Christ, and that this shall be done by all 
in heaven and earth.” Sir, supposing we were to 


say, You argue the endless misery of a large 
part of mankind, from treo or three texts, Ke. 
the most promment of which isthe motto to your 
Discourse ; how far should we be fiom the truth ? 
We repeat, We rely upon the promises of God, and 
them alone. The whole Bible corroborates, illus- 
trates, and explains God's purpose or pleasure, which 
1 good, and has for its ultimate object bis glory, 
which will be manifested by the holiness and hap- 
piness of all his offspring. Giod’s promises are our 
evidences that this glorious result shall happen. 
We believe God. This is our offence! Mr. 8. adds, 
* But Paul very reasonably explains all sach texts, 
by referring their fulfil.aent to the day of judgment, 
when every man must confess his deeds and bow to 
the sentence of the judge.” Sir, we explain them 
The prophets of old are on our side. 
(See Psa. xevi.) “Sav among the heathen the 


Lord reigneth, the world also shall be established 


so likewise. 


that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the peo- 
ple righteously.” Again. (Isa. xlv. 22-24.) “ID hare 
sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth 
righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, sure- 
ly shall say, {what? Behold,| In the Lord have I righ- 
teousness and strength : to him shall come; and all 
that are incensed against him shall be ashamed.” 
We join with Paul, and say, “ So then every one 
of us shall give an account of himself to God.” 
Paul also declares, (in perfect harmony with the 
prophet, Rom. xiv. 7-9.) * For none of us liveth to 
himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether 
we live, we live unto the Lord ; and whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore o1 
For to this end Christ both 
died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and the living.” Therefore, all 
inen live in reference to God's purpose. For Paul 
also declares, (Rom. viii. 38, 39.) “ For T am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 


die, we are the Lord’s. 


principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
You must recotleet the oath of Jenovan is our evi- 


That is, to vou: andj 





dence that all shall come to Him. Also, that Chrie 
leclares “ No man can come to me, except the Fa 
ther which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise 
him up at the last day.” (Jobn vi. 44.) Again: 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but by ge.” 
More than this, God dex lare $ that 
every tongue shall sweae that they have rich. 
teousness and strength in the Lord. 


(John xiv. 6.) 


You, Sir, con 
sign to endless wretchedness those who have righ 


teousness and strength, and this in the Lord. 


Mr. R. proceeds as follows —* Again: Paul says 


it was the purpose of God to gather together in one 
all things in Christ ; both which are in’ heaven and 
which are on earth, and § through Christ to reconcile 
them to himself.” Mr. R. adds, “ The meaniag 
is that belrevers, Jew and Gentile,” Ke. “are ali 
united into one harmonious body in Christ,” &e. 
Sir, Do the words (Ephes. i. 9, 10.) “ Having mad 
known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure, which he hath purposed in him- 
self: that in the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in him,” mean that “ believers are all united,” 
in the present tense ? Are you so hardened in ini- 
quity, that you can thus pervert the Scriptures, 
without blushing ? Sir, when we read what God’s 
pleasure and purpose is relative to a future period, 
It is left for 
you, with all your professions, to make the future 
You add—* Th: 
ungodly, who are without Christ, and reserved unto 
the day of judgment to be punished, are not in the 
We ask you, How do 
you know this? Let us “try this spirit whether it is 
of God.” (Rom. v. 6.) 
without strength, in due time Christ died tor the un- 
godly.” 
tongue shall swear, surely shall say, In the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength.” 
godly without strength? You must answer—The 
ungodly, for whom Christ died, 
strength. How will your declaration appear by the 
side of these texts? Have the ungodly no part nor 
lot inthe matter ? You, Sir, and Paul are at issue. 
We leave you to settle the matter with your own 


we dare not say it means the present. 


present, and the present future. 


view of those texts at all.” 
“ For when we were vet 
We have produced testimony, that “ every 
Sir, are the 


were without 


conscience, 

Mr. R. continues—* Again, Jolin says, ‘ that 
Christ was manifested to destroy the works of the 
Devil.’ (1 John tii. 8.) Sin he says is the work of 
the Devil; by destroying the sins of his people, 
Christ destroys the works of the Devil. The text 
does not affirm that the sins of all men shall be de- 
stroyed.” True, Sir, only “ the works of tie Devil 
shall be destroyed.’” Are “ the sins of allimen the 
works of the Devil?” If you answer, Yes; you ad- 
mit that the sins of all men shall be destroyed. If 
you answer, No: you will please to inform, Whose 
work or works, are the sins of those men which are 
not to be destroyed? Be cautious, Sir, how you 
plead the cause of the Devil, exculpate him, and ad- 
vocate the continuance of his cause and kingdom 
You, Sir, would have been an excellent attorney for 
Saul, had you lived in his day ; for Saul was blames 
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for not destroying the Amalekites. You could have 
made it appear, that the order for the destruction of 
the Amalekites, did not mean that all of them 
should be destroyed! When Christ told the rebel- 
lious Jews, “Ye are of your father the Devil, and 
the lusts of your father ve will do,” (John viii. 44.) 
did he speak of the works which were to be de- 
stroved? Sir, sophistry is a thin garment. The 
sword of truth will pierce through it, and despe- 
rately wound the wearer. 

Mr. R. continues, “ Again; ‘God will have all 
men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
quth.’ (1 Tim. ii. 4.) But this text may signify 
what God wills us to do and has provided suitable 
means to enable us to do; yet it does not follow, 
because he has made it our duty to be saved, that 
none shall be lost, and that instead of many, as our 
Saviour says, none at all walk in the broad way to 
destruction.’ ‘This is pretty well for a Calvinist. 
Sir, you forget the Institutes of your master, Jobn 
Calvin. Pray, Sir, answer; Will you hazard the 
declaration, that God wills the non-elect to save 
themselves, and “has provided suitable means to 
enable” the non-elect to save themselves? Whata 
wretched predicament for a Calvinist! “ But this 
text may signify,” &c. Mr. R. poor man, did not 
dare assert any thing relative to the text. Sir, try 


and conceive it possible for God to will the salva- 
tion of those who need salvation; those “ who 
walk in the broad way to destruction.” Then, Sir, 
admit the conclusions that result from your own 
premises, and you will not be far from the truth. 
No longer assert that the words “ God will have, 
may signify what God wills us to do.” Answer a 
simple question—Is it in the power of any man to 
save himself, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth? You dare not answer this in the affirma- 
tive; therefore your commentary on this passage 
is puerile. 

Mr. R. continues—“ IT know of but one text more, 
that is much relied upon to prove Universal Salva- 
tion.” What! Only one? Sir, we can produce a 
thousand more, not one of which can be disproved 
by your sophistry. We, Sir, rely upon the whole 
testimony of God, and all his holy prophets, for we 
are assured, that God hath spoken of the restitu- 
tion of all things by the mouth of all his holy pro- 
phets since the world began. (Acts iil. 21.) If all 
God's prophets have testified of the restitution ot 
all things since the world began, and the Scriptures 
contain their testimony, it is very strange if only 
the few passages quoted by Mr. R. contain the 
whole of their testimony. And we appeal to Mr. 
R. whether all men ought not to rely upon God’s 
testimony, spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets? Let us hear the “ bat one text more.” 
1 Cor. xv. 21-26. “ For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For 
asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. But every man in his own order: 
Christ the first-fruits, afterward they that are 
Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the end, when 
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 


tule, and all authority, and power. For he must 


reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 


The last enemy shall be destroyed, death.” Mr. 


KR. says, of this passage, “I confess that, in my 
mind, this passage does, as much as any in the Bi- 
ble, banish every lingering hope of wniversal salva- 
tion. Repeatedly and beyond all dispute, the Serip- 
tures declare that the dead shall rise at the end of 
the world and the day of judgment, and that the 
righteous shall then be taken to heaven, and the 


, 


wicked consigned to everlasting fire.” We agree 
with Mr. R. that “this passage does, as much as 
any in the Bible, banish every lingering hope of 
universal salvation.” Yes, Sir, quite as much. For 
there is nothing in the Bible to banish any hope 
founded upon the testimony of God’s holy prophets. 
But your “ lingering hope,” sickly and weak, nearly 
dead, 1s almost banished by the unrighteousness of 
your own heart. Sir, our hope is not a “ lingering 
hope.” It is healthy, lively, ted daily and hourly 
with the refreshing bread of Heaven, and nourished 
with the water of life, drawn from the Fountam 
which never fails; none can thirst who quatf the 
celestial nectar, and drink from the springs of Gad’s 
salvation. Sir, the conclusion of the above sen- 
tence which we have quoted from your 42d page, 
is nowhere to be found in the Scriptures; although 
we have your word that they declare it repeatedly. 
We call upon you, Sir, to name the chapter and 
verse, where it is declared, “that the dead shail 
rise at the end of the world and the day of judgmeni, 
and that the righteous shall be taken to heaven, the 
wicked consigned to everlasting fire.’ Sir, until 
you name the chapters and verses where the above 
declaration is found repeatedly, &c. a falsehood will 
lay at your door. 

Mr. R.’s ignorance is more fully manifested by 
the following declaration—* Then death the last 
enemy will have been destroyed. He is called the 
last enemy because the last sufferings of the saints 
are from him, and their last loss the loss of the 
body, is from him.” Paul, what sayest thou? Ans. 
Paul, “ For me to die is gain.” (Phil, i, 21.) This 
is upon a par with the generality of Mr. R.’s con- 
clusions. Sir, we will tell you why death is called 
an enemy, and the last enemy. Death is called an 
enemy, because his “ sling is sin.” The last enemy, 
because when he is destroyed there will be no ene- 
my left. Daniel prophesied of Christ, (ix. 24.) that 
he should “finish the transgression, make an end 
of sins, make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring 
in everlasting righteousness.” Shall we anticipate 
your exposition of this passage? Will you argue 
that only a part of the transgression shall be finish- 
ed, some of the sins brought to an end? &c. This 
would be necessary, to harmonize with your asser- 
tion, “ Then also will Christ have put down all his 
enemies and all their power and authority, {How ? 
Ans.] by sending them into everlasting punish- 
ment.” This is rour account of the matter. But 
we, Sir, take the testimony of God's holy prophet, 
who says he will “finish the transgression—make 
an end of sins—make reconciliation for iniquity,” 





even the Father: when he shall have put down all 


instead of continuing the transgression and sin, in- 
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terminably, and tormenting the sinner without end. 
Righteousness shall be brought. Not damnation ! 
Let “ us try this spirit, whether it is of God; be- 
cause many false prophets are gone out into the 
world :” and we fear Mr. R. is one of them. We 
have seen the testimony of all God's holy prophets. 
Mr. R. denies their testimony, and has attempted to 
palm upon them declarations they never uttered. 
Mr. R. has declared of Christ’s putting down his 
enemies, that it will be “by sending them into ever- 
lasting punishment.” That is, by tormenting them 
unmercifully. Now, reader, as you are greatly con- 


cerned in this matter, hear what God testifies of 


himself, and what he requires man to do, to be like 
his heavenly Father. Luke vi. 32—36. “Forif ve 
love them which love you, what thank have ve? for 
sinners also love those that love them. And if ye 
do good to them which do good to you, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And 
if ye lend lo them of whom ye hope to receive, what 
thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners to 
receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; 
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the 
children of the Highest; for he is kind unto the un- 
thankful, and to the evil. Be ve therefore merci- 
ful, as your Father also is merciful.” Does this look 
like adisposition in Christ to make his enemies end- 
lessly miserable 2? Reader, we say to you, “ Be ye 
therefore merciful, [How much+?| as your Father 
also is merciful.” How great is God’s merey ? 
Ans. “He is kind to the unthankful, and the evil.” 
Reader, “ Signers love those that love them.” And 
‘sinners do good to those who do good to them.” 
Pause—then answer, Will God, will Christ, do as 
sinners have done? Only love those that love them, 
and do good to those who do good to them? If so, 
we ask, in the words of Christ, too, “ What thank 
have ve? for sinners also love those that love them!” 
Will God make his enemies endlessly miserable, 
and never forgive them? If so, reader, the com- 
mand has gone forth, “ Be ye therefore merciful, as 
your Father also is merciful.” Make your enemies 
endlessly miserable, and never forgive them. How 
abominable is this hypothesis of Mr. R.’s nursing ! 
Sir, you degrade God and Christ to a level with 
sinners. You make your God to be a mere publt- 
can. (See Matt. v. 44—48.) 

Mr. R., in the attitude of a true disciple of Calvin, 
(who loved only those whom he thought loved him, 
and who roasted M. Servervus when he consider- 
ed him his enemy.) declares of Christ, “The pur- 
poses for which he reigns will then have been fully 
accomplished, (as the text informs us,) by the ruin 
of all his enemies, and the complete salvation of all 
his elect.” His friends who have loved him, we 
suppose. This is the most barefaced assertion we 
ever read. What! Do you unblushingly assert, 
that one of the purposes for which Christ reigned 
was the ruin of his enemies? Hear what God's 
prophet testifies. (fsa. xlii. 6,7.) “1 the Lord have 
called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine 
hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to 
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open the blind eyes, [not damn them for bei 
blind,] to bring out the prisoners from the pris . 
them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.” 
(Not imprison them in an unmerciful Hell for eye, 
This was the purpose of Christ, and will continue 
his purpose until itis accomplished. . Again: (Ps, 
Ixxii. 11.) “Yea, all kings shall fall down befor, 
him: all nations shall serve him.” 

Mr. R. continues—“ Never more will he inter 
cede for sinners—{ Well, if sin is brought to an eng. 
and transgression finished, intercession will neys, 
more be necessary.}] never more will his blood aya 
for pardon—{ What! Will it then have lost its of 
cacy? Will the savour of it be gone? Ifso, it wil) 
be like the salt, which Christ says “is good for no- 
thing, but to be cast out, and te be trodden und 
foot of men.” Matt. v. 13.] never more will | 
power be exercised to deliver the captives of th 
Devil, nor his spirit go forth to sanctify ‘—{ WI 
Sir, if the Devil is destroyed, and the prisoners al 
brought out from the prison, there will be no cop 
tives to deliver. If all are made holy, there will bs 
none to sanctify.) his gospel—his ministers—jis 
mercy—will be clean gone for ever.” 

Alas! for this titled disciple of Calvin. How 
arg thou fallen! thou son of darkness! “ W| 
hath bewitched thee?” Surely, the potent word 
(awwrtos) atonios, “and it is remarkable that this 
word is in the New Testament applied to a tempo 
ral [limited } object but once, and then obviously in 
a figurative sense.(Philemon 15.)” [Sermon p. 20. 
this word is found to fail in another passage, on M) 
R.’s own authority. Sir, how convenient it is, to 
have an opponent who will confute himself! W: 
read (Rev. xiv. 6,7.) of “the angel having the aionion 


o] 


Gospel to preach to all people,” Xe. the very hour 
that God's judgment comes. At the precise mo 
ment when Mr. R. decides that the “everlasting 
gospel will be clean gone for ever,” and its minis- 
ters with it, and after it, too, we should say, from 
the mode of expression. <A terrible predicament 
this, for a Master of Arts, and Professor of Lan- 
guages!!! Sir, your understanding is “ clean gone,” 
but we hope not for solong a time as the ministers. 
We hope you will receive it again. It was erne! in 
you, Sir, to destroy, or annihilate all the ministers, 
yourself among the number. Where are they all 
gone? We believe the time is coming, when the 
ministers of Calvin’s gospel, “ will be clean gone 
for ever;” (to follow Christ, and not Calvin,) but 
Christ’s ministers will remain, and rejoice with 
Christ in seeing the travail of his soul. They will 
not preach repentance, for all the ends of th 
wotld will then have remembered and turned unto 
the Lord; all the kindreds of the nations will then 
worship before him. (See Psa. xxii. 27.) 

Mr. R.’s declaration, that “ the mercy of God will 
be clean gone forever,” is an impious assertion 
Hear the true prophets. (Psa.c. 5.) “ The Lord 
is good; his merry is everlasting : and his truth en 
dureth to all generations.” (Micah vii. 18.) “1 
retaineth not his anger for ever, because he deligi! 
eth in mercy.” Is God mutable? Does he delizit 
in mercy now; and will the time come when th: 


, 
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sieht be now delights in will become hateful, so 
ihe will spurn it from him for ever? Sir, your 


iyration would better become a lunatic, whose 
ces are disordered. “ These,” vou say, “ are the 
necessary consequences of the resignation of his 
WZ om as Mediator.” Is itso! Does the mercy 
God depend upon ¢ ‘hrist’s exercise of this office 7 
Had God no mercy before Christ entered upon the 
ties of his office If God’s mercy existed before, 
will continue to exist afterwards. Sir, you make 
ye very Aingdom to end, which you have so stoutly 
tended would be elernal! We are constrained 
ry say. that this Discourse is made up of contradic- 
t us and blunders, almost without a parallel. You 
wntend, first, that the kingdom into which the righ- 
sous enter, shall be eternal. The kingdom of 
Christ. Then you contend that this kingdom shall 
eyd for ever. All your criticisms upon the Greek 
word aiontos are here destroyed at a blow. The 
kingdom of Christ, which was to be of the same 
‘ontinuance with .he punishment of the wicked, 
“js clean gone for ever.” Sophistry will avail 
yothing here. Your exposition of Revelation will 
blige you to admit that those spoken of in chap. 
vx. 6, who reign with God and Christ a thousand 
vears, reign in another world, during the continu- 
wee of the kingdom of Christ. Therefore, you are 
liged to confess, that the judgment commenced 
vith the preaching of the gospel, (Rev. xiv. 6. 7.) 
ithe introduction of Christ’s reign and kingdom. 
That then the righteous enter the kingdom; then 
the wicked go into the aionion punishment. Thus 
umake the punishment to end with the kingdom 
rreign of Christ, and the righteous to be trans- 
ferred to another heaven. ‘Therefore, when the 
spel and the ministers are clean gone for ever, the 
id aionion is clean gone for ever,—the punish- 
ment ends! How can they or any reign with Christ 
: thousand years posterior to the judgment, if 
Christ's kingdom ends when the judgment com- 
mences? Sir, you make Christ’s kingdom to com- 
menee and end at the same moment. Your atoni- 
os is reduced to a mere point. The punishment of 
the wicked is but for a moment, as it were. 
Mr. R.’s as * ctions to the close of the paragraph, 
re not supported with so much as one sentence 
trom the Scriptures. To the contrary we read, 
1 Cor. xv. 51-93.) “Behold, I show you a myste- 
ty: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
it the last trump ;(for the trumpet shall sound) and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal must put on immortali- 
ty.” Sir, these declarations are in connexion with 
the quotation you have so miserably tortured and 
perverted. Man, in the aggregate, shall rise immor- 
fal and incorruptible, changed from the earthly 
Adam into the glorious image of the “ Head of eve- 
ry man.” Your asseverations are Lut the ebullitions 
of a bigoted head, and a heart which, we have rea- 
*0n to fear, is yet a stranger to the mercy of the God 
| Love, which endureth for ever. 
(Concluded in our next.) 





FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD, 
Southold, January sth, 1824. 

Mr. Editor—As our Presbyterian Brethren in 
this place are in the constant habit of venting 
their anathemas against the doctrine of Universal 
salvation, and often wilfully misrepresenting what 
Universalists believe, the reby doing unto others not 


as they would have others do unto them, heaping 
calumny and abuse on those who take the liberty to 
differ with them in opinion, and who have as good 
claims to orthodoxy as themselves; consequently 
going contrary to the example of Christ, who being 
reviled reviled not arain. Perhaps it would not be 
improper to call upon them through the medium of 
your valuable Herald, to prove all things and hold 
fast that which is good. We want them to elucidate 
the fallacy of this doctrine, and from scripture con- 
fute it; but this they carefully avoid; a fair inves- 
tigation of the subject they shrink from, and only 
when they enter their pulpits (protected by the civil 
law from any reply) do they thunder their ec- 
clesiastical censure against this damnable heresy. 
Then it is they cry out, The enemy is coming in 
like a flood, spreading delusions and false doctrines, 
and like the adversary of souls going about seeking 
whom he may devour: lulling people into an awful 
security, whose final doom must be an endless Hell. 
All this, for teaching that “all men will be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth.” That 
“ Christ came to save that which was lost:? and 
will effect his purpose. That “he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the 
sins of the whole world.” That “in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and in earth in him.” That he “is the 
Saviour of ail men, especially of those that believe.” 
That “Christ is the head of every man.” That 
“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 

Often have I heard them affirm, that the Bible 
threatened never-ending punishment, and as yet I 
have never heard them produce any scripture to 
prove it. Like the ignorant Deacon in the dia- 
logue, they affirm it is so, and that is reason enough. 
What is still more lamentable, a great many are so 
great dupes as to believe their bare faced assertions. 
I again say, I wish them to come out in their might 
and power, and confule the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation. If they do not, I shall infer from their 
silence that they are unable to maintain the doc- 
trine they are continually endeavouring to promul 
gate. It is a fact worthy of remark, that the Pres- 
byterian doctrine is fast sinking to oblivion. God 
grant that it may be obliterated from this and every 
part of the world, and that the glad tidings of a 
free salvation, withowt money or conditions, may 
be published all over the world, have fiee course, 
run and be glorified. A. GC. 

—=>>- 
WHAT IS THE DEVIL? 
(Continued from p. 28.) 

We read (Heb. ii. 14.) of Christ, “ that through 

death he might destroy him that had the power of 


. 
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death, twat is, the devil.” How does Christ destroy 

Ans. By destroying him that has the pow- 
death. Ans. The 
But we read, “the wages of sin is death.” 


death ¢ 
er ot 
ds ru. 


James says, “sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
: ’ ’ 5 


W ho, or what ts he? 


forth death.” Then sin has the power of death. 
Therefore Christ came “to save his p@ople trom 
their sins.” How is this done? Ans. Through 
death. He bears our iniquities. How? The same 
as he bore the diseases he cured, as related in Matt. 
viii. 14-17. 
ter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick 
ofa fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever 
lett her: and she arose and ministered unto them. 


* And when Jesus was come into Pe- 


When the even was come, they brought unto him 
many that were possessed with devils: and he cast 
out the spirits with Ais word, and healed all that 
were sick: that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took 
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”” He bears 
The fever is destroyed. But Christ is 
Sin is destroyed. But Christ does 


them away. 
not made sick. 
not become a sinner. 

Diseases, we find, are figuratively spoken of as 
demons. Why so? Ans. Because mankind sup- 
posed them to be the effect of a supernatural agen- 
cy or power, operating upon man. The inference 
necessarily ts, that all diseases produced by super- 
natural or superhuman power, cannot be removed 
by any power less than the power that produced 
them. Hence the conclusion of the Jews, whose 
obstinacy prevented their acknowledging Christ to 
be of God, that his miracles wrought on the diseased 
were by an evil agency, which notion they had re- 
ceived from the surrounding nations, which gene- 
rally prevailed, and was a prominent feature in the 
Persian theology. 

Christ fought the Jews with their own weapons. 
That is, he made nse of their acknowledgments and 
opinions, to prove the falsehood of their assertions, 
He obliged them to confess his 
power to be superhuman. He corrected their mis- 
take, and reproved them for their slander, by in- 
forming them that their supposed Beelzebub, or 
great Devil, could not reasonably be supposed to 
aid in the destruction of his own operations. He 
told them, that they were of their father the Devil, 
and his lusts (desires) they would do. Not Christ. 
Christ, therefore, reduces the power of the Devil to 
The children and the father are put upon 
apar. For the Jews could perform what the Devil 
desired to have done; but they could net do the 
miracles which Christ wrought. 

We admit that Lexicographers have in compli- 
ance with custom, defined the word demoniou, ren- 
dered devils in Luke viii. 26-33, agreeably to the 
ancient Pagan notion, which supposes evil spirits to 
exist, who are the enemies of mankind. But they 
also give the true definition, which is, a man out of 
his wits, insane, and beside himself. For the igno- 
rant Pagan supposed insanity, as well as other dis- 


relative to him. 


human. 


eases, to be produced by internal, or evil agency. 
Therefore, an insane man is called a demoniac. 
But God says, “I create eril. I the Lord do all 
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” , . 
these. Christ farther magnified his power 
proved that no devil had the power he POssessed, 
transterring the disease from the man to the swine 
y ' _ ‘ » a7 P 
What! Does God inflict the evil, and Christ re 
move it? Reader, wait a little. 


and 


Giod inflicts the 
Christ says, “ The Py. 
ther {not the Devil] works, and I work.” The evil 
was imtroduced to magnify the character of God 
Christ corrected the Jews ing@his very particular, as 
follows—* And as Jesus passed by, he saw a may 
which was blind from his birth. And his disciples ask. 
ed him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, 


evil, aud removes the evil. 


Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but 
that the works of God should be made manifest jy 
him. I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while itis day: the night cometh, when no man cay 
work.” John ix. 1-4, 

In our next Number we shall consider the serpent 
which tempted Eve, and which is supposed to be. 
long to the family of Devils. The sequel will prove 
that mankind have had more fear than knowledg: 
relative to this subject; from the Persian down to 
the modern believers in Devils, Satans, Lucifers, 
Beelzebubs, Demons, old Serpents, and old Nicks. 

(To be continued.) 


— gj 
ANOTHER VICTIM 
To the doctrine of Endless Torture. 

The following is a glowing account of the offer 
ing of another victim to Calvin’s Moloch. We 
have no hesitation in declaring, as our opinion, that 
no person ever enjoyed peace of mind, who believed 
Calvin’s cruel hypothesis. To talk of “ joy in the 
Holy Spirit,” as the possession of those who believe 
Calvin’s creed, would be a monstrous absurdity. 
What! Joy in believing the inspirations of a spirit 
who teaches the endless wretchedness of myriads! 
Call this spirit holy! The wretched woman gave 
melancholy evidence of her sincerity, and the hor 
ror inspired by the spirit who deluded her to de 
struction. 

Wiscasset, Jan. 9. 

Sciciwe. On Tuesday morning last, the wife ot 
Mr. Humphrey Whidden, of Montville, put an end 
to her existence. She had, about three montlis 
before, joined the Calvinistic Baptist church, i 
Freedom, and appeared happy in the enjoyment ot 
her faith, till within the last fortnigat, when she 
manifested signs of a troubled spirit and gloomy 
forchodings, and has now terminated her wretched- 
ness in death by her own hands. She left t 
children. 


—~—>-—- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject—cen. 11. 7. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estat 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even 
ing next, at 6 o'clock. 


{L> The basement story of the Church erected the past 
season, on the corner of Prince and Orange streets, by tv 
“Second Society of United Christian Friends,” will be 
opened for worship of the * Saviour of ALL men,’ to-mor 
row, at half-past ten o'clock. 
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